and Melbourne, Australia. Each Congress has been followed by an invitational working conference focused on a specific theme related to nursing informatics.
The conceptual underpinnings for the 1994 invitational working conference came from two areas: quality assessment and improvement and medical informatics. Quality assessment and improvement utilized the classic model of quality assurance adapted from systems theory by Donabedian, which involves an assessment of structure, process, and outcomes in the evaluation of health care quality.' The informatics framework utilized a conceptual framework for the study of nursing knowledge, as described by Graves and Corcoran.2 This framework includes the concepts or substance of nursing knowledge (data, information, and knowledge) and the procedural knowledge or heuristic related to the management and processing of the concepts. The specific conference aims were:
To provide state-of-the-science presentations on topics related to informatics as the infrastructure for quality assessment and improvement in nursing
To establish an environment for global networking of international colleagues To promote advancement of the state of the science by the generation of action agendas targeted at practice, education, research, and administration Formal presentations reviewed the essential requirements for an informatics infrastructure designed to support quality assessment and improvement. These included standardized vocabularies that describe patient problems and characteristics; health care interventions, patient outcomes, and intensity of care/ resources required; computer-based methods to examine the linkages among patient problems and characteristics; and an integrated clinical information management environment.
The following presentations provided background and served as a starting point for the group discussions and the formulation of the action agendas. 
